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Scott Samuelson is the author of The Deepest Human Life: An Introduction to Philosophy for Everyone 
(University of Chicago Press 2014). Professor of Philosophy at Kirkwood Community College in 
Iowa, Samuelson’s latest book, Seven Ways of Looking at Pointless Suffering: What Philosophy Can Tell Us 
about the Hardest Mystery of All (2018), was in part inspired by his work teaching at Oakdale Prison 
in Coralville, Iowa.


